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Lament... and Then Do Justice 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


Lent has been many things for me this year, among 
them a season of lament. In the Bible, lament - an 
expression of pain, sorrow, or grief - is most often 
found as a prayer or song. | find myself praying and 
singing to God a lot about the suffering, the conflict, 
and the brutality in our world today. Like Jeremiah, | 
find myself wailing to God for humanity: /s there no 
balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why, then, 
have my people not been restored to health? (Jeremiah 
8:22) Is there no hope for peace where war rules the 
day, where civilians are seen as expendable pawns, where territory and 
control are more important than people? Is there no mercy for people who 
identify as transgender, and for the whole of our LGBTQ+ community, 
whose rights to live in the image of God that Godself has created you is 
under the attack of hundreds of pieces of legislation seeking to obliterate 
your very existence and the constant barrage of hate-guided actions? 


God, where are the level heads that can see past the narrative of one faith 
view that is used as the declaration of all people of faith in order to control 
women’s bodies and to decide what our children can read and learn? Oh, 
Holy One, where is the path that leads us away from violent confrontation, 
weapons as the preferred tool of the day, hoarding of resources and power 
by the privileged at the expense of those who are hungry, thirsty, sick and 
suffering, impoverished, disregarded, enslaved, and abused? Where is the 
plateau where all skin colors and body images are respected, all heritages 
are celebrated, all ages are treasured, and all people’s gender identities and 
sexuality are honored? 
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| lament. And then words like those from this African American Spiritual 
arise within me: 


There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole 
There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul 


And | remember that it is the very words of prophets like Jeremiah who 
informed Jesus’ ministry. And | hear God's ever-present reminder, which 
sometimes gets lost in my weeping and wailing and expectations that God 
“fix it,” that we have been called as Christ's disciples. We have committed to 
be followers of Jesus. We have covenanted to live by the Great 
Commandments to “love God with all your heart, mind, and soul...and love 
your neighbor as yourself,” (Matthew 22:37-39) and to “do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God.” (Micah 6:8). We can wail, but then we 
have pledged to take Jesus’ lead. We proclaim our doubt and confusion, but 
then we are compelled to seek clarity in and vision from Jesus’ ministry. We 
can lament, but then we have pledged to breathe in God's Holy Spirit, and 
then exhale our way into doing justice. 


There is a lot to lament these days. But if we can stop for a moment and 
listen for the Still Speaking voice of God, we will know that, more than 
anything, that means that there is much justice to be done in our world 
today. May the winds of Holy Spirit move us in our times of lament to 
collaborations for justice and compassion. And may our voices raised in 
wailing and pain open us to entering the spaces and places where we can 
build community and weave cloth that holds us all together in peace and 
love. 


A Lenten Reflection: Lifting my Eyes to the Hills 
by ivy tillman, United Church of Huntsville (AL) 


So. i'm gonna tell you up front: iam not a survivor of gun violence. i do not, 
nor have i ever, lived in a neighborhood where gunshots ring out regularly, 
or even occasionally. i can't, with confidence, give statistics about school, 
Igbtq+, police, black, white, asian, indigenous people, domestic violence or 
suicide shootings. No one in my circle of family, friends, colleagues or even 
acquaintances has ever been killed, wounded, or threatened by someone 
with a gun. 


And yet, my heart breaks, anew, each time the news of another shooting-- 
mass or otherwise--is reported. i lie awake at night, tearfully trying to 
imagine why anyone would turn a gun on a child of God. i lift prayers for 
the survivors, as well as the families and friends of both the victims and the 
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shooters, always wondering whether prayer really changes things. 


Well, it's possible that it doesn't change anything for those directly affected, 
but it can, and i hope it does, change me. My praying reminds me that 
when i "lift my eyes to the hills," (Psalm 121) the help that comes doesn't 
always fix what needs fixing, but it does help mend my broken-heartedness 
so that i can think concretely about how to be the change i want to see, 
guiding me to do both the inner work to heal me, and the outer work to 
help turn away harm from others. 


In 2005, i was asked to reimagine a Psalm for the book Psalms in Ordinary 
Voices (privately published by Andrea Ayvazian in 2007; White River Press, 
2011). i was assigned Psalm 9, and here is the part i find resonant today: 


"But You hold us--my enemies and me--always, 
Leading, teaching, correcting, 

Representing all of us justly and fairly, 

You hold us fiercely, sheltering us 

When we are lost and shaken in mind or body. 
And so we trust You, 

Whose name we don't even know: 

You never let go! 


"O my people, 

Have you heard of this amazing God, 

Who lives here and now? 

Hear how she shows her love: 

She holds the victim and the oppressor. 

He hears the screams and whispers-- 

God, help me!--from the pain to body and spirit. 
God holds me, feels what | feel, cries in my despair, 
And rescues me when I've nearly lost hope. 
Hosanna!" 


And hear me: if i were to redo this today, every "me" would be "us," every 
"I" would be "we." This work, especially the work of eliminating gun 
violence, is community work. i pray today that we will let Them fix our 
broken hearts so we can continue that work. Need some direction? Check 
out Everytown, Human Rights Campaign, or your local Faith In Action. i'll be 
praying for us. 


News from the Conference Office 
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LAST CHANCE for Yearbook Reporting 


If you have not submitted your church's yearbook info, we must have your 
information by Friday, March 17. 


From our Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 


Greetings and Lenten blessings. This is just a friendly 
reminder: as we are into this season of renewing, 
reimagining, and refocusing on our ministry work, let 
us not forget our spirit of generosity. One Great Hour 
of Sharing (OGHS) is Sunday. March 27, 2023. This is 
one of our four special mission offerings of the 
United Church of Christ. This Lenten offering 
supports the disaster, refugee, and development 
ministries of the United Church of Christ within the 
Wider Church Ministries. 


“But let endurance and steadfastness and patience 

have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may be (people) 
perfectly and fully developed lacking in nothing. If any of you is deficient in 
wisdom, let him ask of “the giving God” (who gives) to everyone liberally and 
ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and will be given him.” 


If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me. 
Blessings, as WE CONTINUE TO JOURNEY. 


Installation of Rev. Laura Robinson at Peace Church in 
Clemson 


The Commission on Ministry and Peace Church invite you to the installation 
of Rev. Laura Robinson as pastor of Peace Church in Clemson on April 30, 
2023 at 5pm at Peace Church. You are invited to join onsite or online (you 
can join online here). If you are going to participate onsite, please RSVP to 
pastor@thepeacechurch.org . Ministers are invited to wear red stoles for 
the installation. 
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Laura Robinson comes from Seattle, WA and was 
born and raised in the United Church of Christ. She 
has a M.Div from Candler School of Theology and was 
ordained in 2018. She’s served churches in Des 
Moines, IA and White Salmon, WA, and began her 
current pastorate at Peace Church in Clemson, SC in 
August 2021. She also serves as the Coordinating 
Director of Frontline Faith (the UCC's online learning 
platform) for Convergence. She's passionate about 
nurturing an embodied faith that leads toward 
collective healing and liberation for all of creation. 
Laura is a queer, cis-woman living in Greenville, SC with her partner Noah, 
their housemate Oliver, and a dynamic dog and cat duo, Georgie and Odin. 
She dreams of growing at least some of her own food, making friends with 
the trees in her neighborhood, and writing her own book someday. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of March 19 


New Hope Congregational Christian; Clio, Alabama 
Southeast Conference Staff 

Tom Mozley 

Gary Myers 

Scott Cox 
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Week of March 26 


e Deer Lodge Congregational UCC; Deer Lodge, Tennessee 
e James Banks 

e Lian Robins 

e Jeane Spoor 

e Tonya Barnett 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Deer Lodge Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade 
Congregational, Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy 

Creek, Lafayette AL; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; Open 
Table UCC, Mobile AL; Safe Harbor Family Church, Clinton MS 


News from the Wider Church 


"We remain committed to 
speaking faith-based truth and 
offering care for trans siblings 
within our country and globally.” 


"Trans youth lives matter" 


UCC leaders commit to love and justice in action amidst anti-LGBTQ bills. 


Read the Letter and Take Action 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=869b3dbd06 Page 6 of 13 


SECUCC Conference Connection: March 16, 2023 3/16/23, 8:27 PM 


AACM- CCM Pastoral Letter to Authorized Ministers 
and Lay Leaders in Support of Sabbath 


The Alliance of Associate Conference Ministers (AACM) and the Council of 
Conference Ministers (CCM) have witnessed the weariness experienced by 
our authorized ministers and have come together to offer a pastoral letter 
of care and concern for our colleagues. 


Grounded in the words from Matthew 14:23, the need for rest and renewal 
for our leaders who serve God's people is uplifted. Also provided are 
resources for clergy and their congregational leaders to consider in making 
the space and time for clergy renewal. We pray our words allow your 
exhaustion to be seen and hope to empower you claim the space for 
sabbath renewal. 


We invite you to read the Pastor Letter as posted on our website and use 
the resources in Support of Sabbath also linked here: 


e Pastoral Letter from the AACM-CCM 
e Resources in Support of Sabbath 


Blessings, 


Rev. Heather Fosburgh, Associate Conference Minister 
Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 
Southeast Conference, United Church of Christ 
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Come Celebrate Back Bay Mission's 100 Year 
Anniversary! 


by Mary Ruth 


Join us on the beautiful Mississippi Gulf Coast May 4-7, 2023, for Back Bay 
Mission's "Makin' Good Trouble" Conference!! This is a great way to 
participate in our celebration of Back Bay Mission, our 100 years of service, 
and our deep history & connection with the United Church of Christ. Our 
conference is a one-of-a-kind, 4-day immersive experience designed to put 
you in the heart of Back Bay Mission to learn the where, what, why and how 
we've been able to make good trouble for 100 years! Featuring our keynote 
speaker Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC General Minister & President, and 
conference will conclude with the first UCC church service on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast since 1976!! (Almost 50 years!!) 


CLICK HERE to purchase your tickets to join us at the "Making Good Trouble 


Conference" 2023! 


Trainings, Conferences & Events 


Webinars from the Wider Church 


e Wednesday, March 22, 7:30pm ET/6:30pm CT - 
Changing Landscape of Giving: What we can learn from Millennial and 
Gen Z Donors 

e Wednesday, April 5, 12:00pm ET - OWL Taking Flight - OWL in Schools! 

e Wednesday, April 5, 1:00pm ET - How we gather: Where are future 
faith seekers finding access to their Sacred? 

e Wednesday, April 12, 1:00pm ET - How do we effectively use social 
media to message progressive Christianity? 

e Wednesday, April 12, 1:00pm ET - Getting Ready for Earth Sunday: 
Resources for Congregations 

e Wednesday, April 12, 12:00pm ET - A Palestinian Christian Reflection 
on the Meaning of Easter 
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Healthy Boundaries 301: Money, Sex, & Power 
April 28, 2023, 1:45 - 5:15 ET (Part 1) 

AND April 29, 2023, 8:45 am - 12:15 pm ET (Part 2) 
Both sessions required 

Register by April 19, 2023 


An advanced discussion of healthy boundaries for clergy and church 
leaders, designed for those who have completed Healthy Boundaries 101. 
This workshop builds on the basics and applies boundaries principles to 
specific situations with a particular emphasis on power dynamics, finances, 
sexual harassment, and pornography. Register and pay for this workshop 
here. Please note: Healthy Boundaries 201 and Healthy Boundaries 301 can be 
taken in any order, as long as the participant has completed Healthy 
Boundaries 101 or an equivalent foundational workshop. 


FRON T LINE 


FAITH 


THE ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORM OF 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


Out now on Frontline Faith 
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e Partners in Building 2022 - your place for lifetime access to the 
Partners in Building 2022 Conference: keynote addresses, workshops 
and daily charges all at your fingertips. This offering from the Church, 
Building & Loan Fund event guides you and your congregation 
through important visioning questions and offers a variety of 
resources. Purchase here for $49. 


e “The Church’s Response to Christian Nationalism” - a presentation 
by Rev. Traci Blackmon to the Anderson Forum for Progressive 
Theology. Originally delivered in February 2023, this 45 min lecture is 
important for any church discerning its role in responding to the rising 
tide of Christian Nationalism. Register for Free Access Here. 


_ PATHWAYS 


4 5 THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. 


PATHWAYS exists to offer a range of stimulating, accessible, and affordable 
online progressive Christian resources for church leaders, faith explorers, 
pastors, and those discerning various vocations and callings within and 
outside the church community. (pathwaystheological.org/) 


Courses Aligned with the UCC Marks of Faithful and Effective 
Authorized Ministers 

PATHWAYS curriculum is competency-based and the courses are each 
aligned with The UCC Marks of Faithful and Effective Authorized Ministers. 


Flexible Schedule for Busy Adults 
Classes are not bound by geography, have a flexible weekly schedule, and 
can fit into your busy life. Apply Online Here 


Summer I: 6-week upcoming courses beginning May 17, 2023 


Ethics and a Life of Meaning (Foundational Level) Find out more>> 
Faith Formation (Foundational Level) Find out more >> 

Introduction to Spiritual Health (Applied Level) Find out more >> 
New Testament Hermeneutics (Applied Level) Find out more >> 
Preaching for Special Occasions (Integrated Level) Find out more >> 
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e Theology of Gender and Sexuality (Integrated Level) Find out more >> 


Summer II: 6-week upcoming courses beginning July 5, 2023 


e Pluralism and Religion in North America (Foundational Level) Find out 
more >> 

e Living the Heart of Progressive Christian Theology (Foundational 
Level) Find out more >> 

e Old Testament Hermeneutics (6-weeks) (Applied Level) Find out more 
aS 

e Congregational Ministry and the Future Church (Integrated Level) Find 
out more >> 

e Contemporary Homiletics (6-weeks) (Integrated Level) Find out more 
oS 


Cost Effective Apply online 
6-week courses are $325. 
The 12-week UCC History and Polity course is only $625. 


ACPE-certified Community-Centered Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 
PATHWAYS will offer a 24-week ACPE-certified CPE course in the Fall 2023. 
Applications are due by mid-August. It is for one unit of CPE. To apply go to 
the PATHWAYS CPE page. 


UCC History and Polity 

PATHWAYS offers a 12-week course ($625) in UCC History and Polity. The 
summer course begins May 17, 2023. The fall course begins September 
6. Find out more » 


Conference Calendar 


March 16 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


March 16 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


March 21 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


March 28 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 
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March 28 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
April 4 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
April 6 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 

April 11 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


April 18 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


View the full calendar of events online: 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; 
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